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For Immediate Release

URBAN AGE RELEASES RESEARCH REPORT ON
INEQUALITY, TERRITORY AND URBAN FORM IN SOUTH AMERICA

‘Cities and Social Equity’ assesses the challenges of inclusion
in one of the world’s most unequal urban regions

London, UK - The cities of South America are some of the world’s most vital, but also most
unequal, urban centres. Urban Age, a joint initiative of the London School of Economics and
Political Science and Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society, is releasing conclusions
from research in Sdo Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Bogota and Lima to understand and
assess how South American cities are responding to the challenges of social inclusion. The
report, Cities and Social Equity, highlights the context and challenges facing urban South
America, and offers perspectives on inequality in the region that speak to the role cities
globally can play in creating more cohesive environments for the day-to-day lives of millions
of people.

Cities and Social Equity begins with an international comparison and extends its analysis for
Sao Paulo with a city survey by Ipsos Mori and commissioned pieces from the United Nations
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), the Centre
for Metropolitan Studies (CEM), Gettlio Vargas Foundation (FGV) and the Faculty of
Architecture and Urbanism at the Mackenzie Presbyterian University in Sao Paulo. Together,
the report offers recommendations for informed policy development in a diversity of cities
around the world.

Cities are playing an increasingly central role to economic growth and sustainable development.
Public services and infrastructure reforms can secure more inclusive and cohesive urban
development, but cities face structural and behavioural challenges of social polarisation:

*  Unequal access to mobility in cities with minimal public transport, rapid growth of
the number of cars and acute congestion problems

*  Violence, crime and the fear of crime in cities where reducing homicide rates mask
sharp contrasts in crime rates

*  Urban development and regeneration in cities with declining city centres and limited
histories of inclusive public-private partnerships



With a combined population of nearly 60 million and widening social inequality in recent
decades, the five analysed cities are places of mix, change and extreme polarisation. In the
report, experts identify implications for future policy development, including that:

»  If some level of inequality is inevitable in cities, preserving social mobility becomes
crucial;

*  Planning urban systems, services and infrastructure needs to take into account the
potential impacts on equality — positive or negative;

»  Limiting horizontal expansion and increasing the overall compactness of cities while
includes the less well-off within the core urban fabric is a crucial element of social
policy.

*  DPublic space (formal or informal) is a vital public amenity, and should be planned
and preserved to meet the needs of all citizens;

*  Exclusionary tactics like private security may only displace crime and promote
exclusion - more inclusive approaches may work better in the long term;

*  Radical changes, and a removal of privileges provided to private car use, may be
necessary for creating an equitable transport system;

*  Partnership with private developers can deliver benefits, but city governments need
to have a clear and inclusive strategy;

*  Debates about cities’ future cannot be left to ‘the experts’ but need to involve all
sectors of civil society.

With inclusive planning policies and practices, Cities and Social Equity details how urban
leaders can combat debilitating inequality with opportunities for social mobility and put their
cities at the forefront of sustainable and inclusive growth. The summary report is supported
by a separate detailed analysis that contains extensive data and five extended essays from the
commissioned research teams offering their unique perspectives on inequality, territory and
urban form.

Cities and Social Equity was prepared by the LSE research team including Philipp Rode, Ricky
Burdett, Richard Brown, Frederico Ramos, Kay Kitazawa, Antoine Paccoud and Natznet
Tesfay, and the Sdo Paulo lead investigators Paula Miraglia, Eduardo Marques, Ciro
Biderman, Nadia Somekh and Carlos Leite de Souza.

Contacts:

Adam Kaasa Ute Weiland

Urban Age Programme Alfred Herrhausen Society

London School of Economics International Forum of Deutsche Bank
Houghton Street Unter den Linden 13-15

London, United Kingdom WC2A 2AE Berlin, Germany 10117

+44 (0)20 7955 6092 +49 (30) 3407 4201

a.r.kaasa@lse.ac.uk ute.weiland@db.com

About Urban Age

Urban Age is leading a worldwide investigation into the future of global cities. Initiated by the
Cities Programme at the London School of Economics and Political Science and Deutsche
Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society, Urban Age’s research and international outreach is
creating a new urban agenda for the 21st century. An interdisciplinary network of urban
experts around the world are leading on the ground investigations of policies, developments
and projects which offer up-to-date insights shared through conferences, workshops,
seminars and publications. For more information, go to http://www.urban-age.net



