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Urban centres must be made hveable
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Liveable megalopohses ‘ar

not merely fancy roads.and -
buildings. There is an urgent

neédfor a rethmk on Indias™"
* urban “strategy . to ~avoid .

urban redl-estate “chsasters

like Gurgaon, according to.
res1dent "

Mr Kiran Karnik;:
of India Habitat Centre.” 7%

“‘Efforts, must be: made to
make cities’ fruly’ liveable by

! focussing on infrastructuire
. that enhances quality of liv- .-
+ ing] like parks;. play grounds,
social  amenities- and ‘the"
Mr :
1, '%HabltatCentre
. on “Shaping the Cities of our’
Future” organised by Urban

pedestnan culture, -
Karnik said at a symposrl

Habitats Forum here today.
More thani half of the world's
lives -

people) “in - citie

according -to . “Integrated.’

Crty Makmg" - a report by

Gurg
Pline

the Urban Age prograrnrne'

approxrmately 300-million
people live in urban areas
today and account for gver
30 pex, cent of the. popula-f '

India is set to tnple its

urban population in ‘the’

next two decades, according

‘to the réport. Urban centres
. must
: equrpped to meet new.chal-
~lenges regardlng planning,
housing, :service dehvery,

‘be adequa,tely

e and the envi-
sard Mr  BMS
dlrec‘tor,

ronmient, -
Lrberhan,

“The  “new”.

real estate investment ‘over

Injdia -

crtles of’
New: - Mumbar,’
d Bangalore' may |
".- have witnessed a deluge of

popuilatien’ (three billion:
the last™ ‘decade but have-
‘failed ‘1o create. “liveable”

urban  spaces- that . really

“work, -
Sanyal, regronal chief econ-
omist,” Deutsche Bank .and

~also " steering  committee -

‘member- Urban Agé and

' Urban Habitats Forum. " - 7'
“Gurgaon, a flashy hoom:

town - that has emerged

‘almost overnight with shop-

ping malls; condominitums

and- swank office towers, -

despite- it being touted “as

“‘planned’ development s’
hardly people-friendly as it -

nejther “has a meaningful

* municipal ‘waste disposal .-
system - nor proper public
-transport. As aresult the city;
‘still “half-built, already suf-
fers" from serious- traffic
snarls, power shortages and
water-supply constrainits,”
Mr Sanyal saitl. A similar -
“story- is' that of Bangalore
* and New Mumbai which' i is

nothing but a “dead space”,
he said.- There is an urgent

requirement for re-piioritis- -

said Mr Sanjeev.

© -associate, _
*“Prograinme, LSE. Mr Rode
'said: “India needs to shift its . :

ing. various elements of -
urban - strategy, ‘said: Mr
Phillips Rode, executive
dlrector, Urban' Age, and
Cities

focus from urban ‘hardware’-
oriented development. Fora -

- city towork, itmust focus on
-the people: who 1nhab1t it

and not the bulldrngs i
FACTFIE

‘M India’s urban populace .
"has expanded neatly five-
- fold over the past 50 years, -

even as the overall popula-
tion has increased by 2 5.
tifhes:* - : .
& While only 30 per ‘}ent of :
India’s people may dwell in-
its cities and towns; but

urban areas generate over 60°

per.cent of the countrys'v.}

. GDP and account for 90 per;
~cent of the govemments fax

revenues



