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For some decades, German cities had to face 
a cumulation of problems difficult to deal with:

�   outward migration of urban dwellers and job oppor tunities 
�   persistent mass unemployment 
�   erosion of their financial basis

and after the German unification especially East German cities 
were faced with

� dramatic forms of urban shrinkage
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Side by side 
growing and shrinking 
population: 

In approx. 3000 municipalities the 
population rate grew 
by 3,2 % over the last 6 years, 
whilst simultaneously falling 
by 3 % in approx. 
1760 municipalities.

Growing and shrinking 
municipalities are often located 
closely to one another.

Current population development 1997 - 2003 
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a download from www.shrinkingcities.com
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„Central locality –
deserted“

“Residents moved away,
buildings and infrastructure 
remained.”
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In-/ decrease 1980-2004

green circles: increase in employment;
red circles: decrease in employment.
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structure rate* 2004 (in percent)

*Structural rate: Share of persons employed in the considering cluster.  SR West/East = metropolitan regions West- and East Germany
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Quelle: BBR (2005) Raumordnungsbericht 2005. Berichte Bd. 21, Bonn, Seite 185

In Germany the polycentric 
urban system forms the 
historical basis for the 
development and profiling of 
metropolitan functions. 

The metropolitan functions 
of diverse metropolises are 
interlinked in a spatial 
nexus. 
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• Decision and control, 

• Innovation and competition , 

• Gateway

„European Metropolitan Regions“ –
following a  resolution of the conference of 
the German ministers for spatial planning –
in a first step:
Berlin/ Brandenburg, Hamburg, Munich,
Rhine-Main, Rhine-Ruhr and Stuttgart, as 
well as the potential metropolitan region, the 
so called  Sachsendreieck: Halle/ Leipzig, 
Dresden and Chemnitz ;
this list was complemented by 
Hannover-Braunschweig-Göttingen,
Bremen-Oldenburg, Rhine-Neckar & 
Nuremberg .

Hannover – BS – Gö

Rhein-Neckar 

Nürnberg 

Bremen - Oldenburg
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Question: 
How can we explain the contradiction between 
7�7�7�7� the key position of Germany in the 

global economy and
7�7�7�7� the ‚secondary importance‘ of the German cities  

in the global networks of cites ?
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Source: Hans H. Blotevogel 2002
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by rail, car and plane

Quelle: LSE, BVWP, Verflechtungsmatrizen 1997

Strong spatial-functional 
interconnection between the  
Metropolitan Regions –

The example of business 
trips 
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Volume of air traffic 
passengers and 
intra German 
air traffic flows 1999

Source: Institut für Länderkunde Leipzig 2000
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Science broad-band 
network:

Frankfurt – intersection node for 
connections to the European 
science network and point of 
interchange with commercial 
German providers. 

Cologne – intersection node for 
connections to the USA

Source: Rauh 2004

Source: Nationalatlas BR Deutschland, Bd.9 Verkehr und Kommunikation, S. 57
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Spatial distribution and 
concentration of the 
knowledge economy 
and their correspondence 
with the spatial configuration 
of the metropolitan system.
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Region: Rhine-Ruhr
3.000 start-ups 
Share: 20 %

Region: Rhine-Main
1.000 start-ups 
Share: 7%

Region: Hamburg
1.100 start-ups 
Share: 7 %

Region: Berlin
1.000 start-ups 
Share: 7 %

Region: München
1.400 start-ups 
Share: 9 %

Region: Stuttgart
600 start-ups 
Share: 4%

Quelle: Krafft, 2001

60% of the VC-financing
are concentrated in the
5 most important
locations German start ups

foreign contractors
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Engineering & Architecture (WZ73: 800)
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Consulting and accountancy (WZ73: 791)
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Advertising (WZ73: 820)
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R2 = 0,2844
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Correlation between
the regional growth
of advanced producer
services and 
manufacturing
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Quelle: BBR (2005) Raumordnungsbericht 2005. Berichte Bd. 21, Bonn, Seite 23
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The German Metropolitan System:
Integrated into global, European, national und regi onal networks
(„multi-tiered networks“)

Los Angeles 
New York London Tokio 

Paris
Hongkong Singapur

WienMoskauWarschauKopenhagenAmsterdamBrüssel
Mailand

Global City MetropoleSchema following to  Blotevogel 2002


